It's lllegal.

THE HIV/AIDS MENTOR PROJECT IS
PART OF THE ADVOCACY RESOURCE
CENTRE FOR THE HANDICAPPED (ARCH).
THE PROJECT RECEIVES ADVICE AND
DIRECTION FROM THE HIV/AIDS
COMMUNITY LEGAL ISSUES COMMITTEE.
WE FIGHT DISCRIMINATION AGAINST
PEOPLE WITH HIV/AIDS - IN COURT AND
WHEREVER WE'RE REQUIRED.
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t began in the summer of

1990. A handful of HIV-

positive people had been
meeting in a downtown
Toronto apartment. The
discussions focused on three
main issues:
1 There was no effective
legal referral system for
people facing HIV/AIDS
discrimination - in income
maintenance, insurance,
employment, housing, immi-
gration, health care and other
areas;
2 Ontario lacked a voice
(a Mentor) to raise the issues
of HIV/AIDS in the legal
system and;
3 People with HIV/AIDS
would not be silent. They
would work together to help
those facing discrimination.

The Ontario Legal Aid Plan

provides funding for legal
clinics, but setting up a
new clinic could
take years.

A legal clinic, The
Advocacy Resource
Centre for the Handicapped
already existed and it had an
impressive track record when
it came to dealing with
discrimination. It was a
natural fit.

By July, 1991, the HIV/
AIDS Mentor Project was
approved and funding was in
place. Although the project
is located at ARCH, an HIV /
AIDS Community Legal
Issues Committee was estab-
lished to assure that the
project continues to serve
people with HIV/AIDS. The
advisory committee drafted a
constitution and by-laws,
requiring that a majority of
the members be HIV-positive.

ARCH is dedicated to serv-
ing the legal needs of people
with  disabilities
and works

he HIVIAIDS
Mentor Project

with many consumer-based
organizations serving the
disabled. ARCH'’s stakehold-
ers take an activist approach
to litigation and law reform
initiatives - an approach that
met our needs.

From a small group meet-
ing in an apartment living
room, the HIV/AIDS Mentor
Project has become part of
the legal mainstream.

In December, 1992, the Ministry
of the Attorney General
announced additional fund-

ing for community legal
clinics. The HIV/AIDS
Mentor Project would
continue, including
funds for public
information.
This is our
first community
report.
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awyer Gerry Heddema is Canada’s
first HIV/AIDS Mentor, working
full-time dealing with the issues of

HIV/AIDS. While he has spent some time in
court, handling precedent-setting cases, his
days are often filled with variety and change.

He may find himself being interviewed by
the Globe and Mail about HIV/AIDS and the
law. Or he may be lecturing about
HIV/AIDS to a group of law students, many
with keen interest in the subject.

Heddema may be in Hamilton speaking
with the Board of Health or in Vancouver,
making our voice heard at a human rights
conference of lesbian and gay leaders from
across Canada.

He may be participating in a workshop on
catastrophic diseases or experimental drug
treatments. Or attending a workshop on
HIV/AIDS in prison, raising issues about
rights of prisoners.An HIV/AIDS Mentor

has to organize meetings with senior offi-
cials of government, whose job it is to

recommend changes in laws such as
the Ontario Human Rights Code,

care. Or helping to set up a “wills

\*
\\ prison legislation or long-term health

and powers of attorney clinic”
at the 519 Church

nHIV/IAIDS
Mentor

Street Community Centre on Saturdays.

The HIV/AIDS Mentor will be deeply
involved in precedent-setting legal cases.
“But a lot of my time is spent on the tele-
phone talking to people with HIV/AIDS
about particular legal issues,” Heddema says.

The HIV/AIDS Mentor has worked with
volunteers distributing thousands of
pamphlets telling people with HIV/AIDS
how the Mentor Project can help them. Or
how the project can help service providers,
advocates for people with HIV/AIDS and
anyone affected by the disease.

Heddema meets monthly with the
HIV/AIDS Community Legal Issues
Committee, a majority of whom are HIV-
positive. “It’s their project and their input is
invaluable,” he says.

“The community committee provides
me with insight into the real life, every-
day issues we must face in this crisis.
No one knows more about the problems
of experimental drug treatments, for
instance, than someone who has come
face to face with an unmoving bureau-
cracy filled with rules or rule-makers.
People with HIV/AIDS tell me
first-hand where we have to work
to make change.” ®

Lawyer Gerry Heddema
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hile most of the inquiries about

legal services have initially come
from within Metro Toronto, the Mentor
Project serves all of Ontario. There have
been telephone calls about this project,
however, from across North America and
many legal services are watching it with
considerable interest. Despite recent gov-
ernment cutbacks, funding for the
HIV/AIDS Mentor Project has continued in
Ontario.

After only 18 months, the HIV/AIDS
Mentor Project has had some real success-
es. Members of the HIV/AIDS Community
Legal Issues Commiittee are looking at ways
to expand the Project. They have identi-
fied the need for more staff to actively pur-
sue community development.
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That's why we invite you to a com-
munity meeting organized in cooperda-
tion with AIDS Action Now! This pro-
Ject originated within our community -
and we want it to stay here. So, join us
Tuesday, April 20 at 8:00 p.m. at
the 519 Church Street
Commumnilty
tre !/

Plan to
Attend the
meeting
April 20th!
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Income maintenance Advocacy

Health insurance Legal referrals and litigation
Pension plans Medical standards cases
Housing Law reform
Employment Information and education
Experimental drug treatments Volunteer development
others Human rights cases

(416) 482-8255 (416) 482-1254 X1 (216) 482-2981

Nearly EJ] inquiries between January and November 1992 have been received.

I'm interested in being part of the solution
AI z( jl I to HIV/AIDS discrimination. Please count me in!
| understand that my name will not be released to any
A

outside organizations without my express written permission

Name
et e IT'S ITLLEGATL
City Province Postal Code — ¢

I want to become involved in the HIV/AIDS Community Legal Issues Committee.

Send me information on advocacy e ARCH

Please find enclosed a donation of $ to the HIV/AIDS
Mentor Project at ARCH to help fight HIV/AIDS discrimination.
Send me more information about financial support, including bequests.
L 40 Orchard View Boulevard = Suite 255 = Toronto = Ontario » M4R 1B9 | A IQ [_]
A

AIDS ACTION NOW! and the HIV/AIDS COMMUNITY LEGAL ISSUES COMMITTEE IS A RECOGNIZETD DISABILITY.
present a PUBLIC MEETING to discuss HIV/AIDS - based discrimination.
Guest Speaker: ELAINE ZIEMBA, Minister Responsible for Human Rights in Ontario BASED ON DISABILITY

TUESDAY, April 20 at 8:00 p.m. 519 Church Street Community Cente; TORONTO I's ITLLEGAL IN CANADA AND IN ONTARIO.




AIDS ACTION
NOW! and the
HIV/AIDS
COMMUNITY
LEGAL ISSUES
COMMITTEE
present a public
meeting to dis-
cuss HIV/AIDS
based discrimina-
tion and The

Advocacy Act.

Guest Speaker:
ELAINE ZIEMBA,
Minister
Responsible

for Human Rights
in Ontario.

TUESDAY, APRIL
20 AT 8:00 P.M.
519 Church Street
Community
Centre, Toronto



